


 
 

 

 
4. What does a curriculum map look like? 

A curriculum map is a table with one column for each course and one row for each 
learning outcome (or vise versa).  
 
Key: “I”=introduced; “R”=reinforced and opportunity to practice; “M”= mastery at the 
senior or exit level; “A”=outcome assessment 

o “I” if it involves introduction to the knowledge/competency 
o “R” if it involves reinforcement and further development of the 

knowledge/competency 
o “M” if it involves mastery of the knowledge/competency 
o “A” evidence collected for program level assessment 

 
Example from Hypothetical Biology Curriculum Matrix 
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5. Best Practices in Curriculum Mapping 

• The program curriculum map should reflect consensus of the faculty who are 
teaching in the program.  Multiple instructors of the same course should agree on 
which outcomes are addressed in that course. 

• Publish the completed map to faculty and students. 
• Mapping should allow programs to justify each course in their curriculum.  All 

courses, required and elective, across all tracks, should relate to one or more 
student learning outcomes. 
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